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Institutional setting

In the project Earth Observation 
for Statistics (EO4S) the National 
Statistical Offices and Eurostat have 
taken the challenge to push for the 
uptake of Earth Observation data 
and services  for within the European 
Statistical System (ESS). The project 
is coordinated with the Unit E4 of 
Eurostat in the Regional Statistics and 
Geographical Information Team with 
support from Unit A5 – Methodology 
and Innovation, other statistical 
domains in Eurostat and the ESS in 
general. Further support is provided by 
other EU institutions like DG DEFIS, the 
Joint Research Center, or the European 
Environmental Agency.

Directors General of the National 
Statistical Institutes - October 2021 - 
Warsaw Memorandum

European Statistical System 
Committee - February 2022 - 
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Statistical requirements need to be built in the EO data processing

Different stakeholders in the processing pipeline use various terminologies and 
have different understandings. These definitions, concepts and categories, their 
properties and the relations between them need to be aligned between the remote 
sensing and statistical communities.
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C One size does not fit all – regional adaptation needed

Statistical variables (examples):

•	 Presence of grassland
•	 Presence of water
•	 Solar panel

Image variables (examples):	

•	 Band 2 (Blue)	
•	 Band 3 (Green)
•	 Band 4 (Red)	

Lessons learned

A: Geospatial 
Statistics Grants 
within the ESS 
(GEOS)


